
Sunday 5th September 2020 WHEN THE WICKED 

Call to worship 
The Creator of the Universe calls us to leave the darkness behind  
and live in the light.  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Word with God, greets us this day. 
The Spirit who hovered at Creation’s birth welcomes us.  
The three in one invites us into their presence. 
So come, let us worship.  
 
StF 437 
When the music fades, 
all is stripped away 
and I simply come; 
longing just to bring 
something that's of worth, 
that will bless your heart. 
I'll bring you more than a song, 
for a song in itself 
is not what you have required. 
You search much deeper within 
through the way things appear, 
you're looking into my heart. 
I'm coming back to the heart of worship, 
and it's all about you, 
all about you, Jesus. 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it, 
when it's all about you, 
all about you, Jesus. 
 
King of endless worth, 
no-one could express 
how much you deserve. 
Though I'm weak and poor, 
all I have is yours, 
every single breath. 
I'll bring you more than a song, 
for a song in itself 
is not what you have required. 
You search much deeper within 
through the way things appear, 
you're looking into my heart. 
I'm coming back to the heart of worship, 
and it's all about you, 
all about you, Jesus. 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it, 
when it's all about you, 
all about you, Jesus. 
 Matt Redman (b. 1974) 



 
Prayers 
The majesty of God 
Cannot be measured 
By human instruments, 
Cannot be constrained 
Within human boundaries, 
Cannot be contained 
Within human vessels, 
Cannot be explained 
By human thought, 
Cannot be dismissed 
By argument or reason. 
The majesty of God 
Is beyond human comprehension. 
Yet can be known, 
And touched, 
Understood , 
And received, 
In the simple act 
Of worship. 
Amen 
 
Confession 
Gracious God, we have come to see that our lives fall far short of your glory. 
You have given your Son for us, and poured out your Spirit, yet we fail to return your 
love with all our heart. 
Too often we are selfish and proud, ignoring you and neglecting others. 
When we do not truly trust and obey you, we are overwhelmed by self-pity, fear and 
worry. 
In Christ we are given a sure hope and secure love, yet we follow the false hopes 
and desires of this world. 
Father, through the redeeming death of your Son, by your Spirit, and through your 
word, enable us to follow you with joy. 
All this we ask, confident of your faithfulness and love.  
Amen.   
Absolution: 
God is slow to anger and full of compassion. 
He forgives all who humbly repent and trust in his Son as Saviour and Lord. 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
Reading 
Ezekiel 33:7-20 
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Purify my heart, 
let me be as gold 
and precious silver. 
Purify my heart, 
let me be as gold, 
pure gold. 
Refiner's fire, 
my heart's one desire 
is to be holy, 
set apart for you, Lord. 
I choose to be holy, 
set apart for you my master, 
ready to do your will. 
 
Purify my heart, 
cleanse me from within 
and make me holy. 
Purify my heart, 
cleanse me from my sin, 
deep within. 
Refiner's fire, 
my heart's one desire 
is to be holy, 
set apart for you, Lord. 
I choose to be holy, 
set apart for you my master, 
ready to do your will. 
 Brian Doerksen (b. 1965) 
 
Address 
This reading deals with the major issues of judgement and forgiveness. It is about 
who we are and how we live. It is about being real, to God, to ourselves and to 
others. It challenges the façade that some people seek to live out. 
If we meet ‘a wicked man’ the earlier parts of scripture would state that this persons 
sins would have to be paid for and a bit like financial debt after death, paid off by 
their heirs. 
Even if the son had done no wrong they would be judged for this father’s wrongs. 
BUT as we follow scripture the people of God develop their relationship with God by 
understanding God’s relationship with them better. It is not God who changes, but 
our understanding of God. We are made in God’s image, God is not remade in ours. 
With an imperfect understanding of God we transfer our desires onto God. 
The good deeds we do are not stored up like points in some online game. There are 
no good points locked away that are in the bank. 
Safely deposited and can never be touched. 
We see it in other ways too, ways that suit us. 
If we do four good deeds one day the we outweigh the two bad deeds we did that 
day and we are OK. We then posit that if the next day, we do one bad deed we are 
still one up as we carried over yesterdays. 



We see it the other way as well. If a wicked person does four bad things and two 
good things one day, but does one good one the next day, they are still one down. 
But God does not work like that. If we turn from good ways to wicked ways, we are 
wicked. If we turn from wicked ways to good ways, we are good. 
God explains that in other Old Testament passages that are often overlooked. 
 
Ezekiel 18:26-28: If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits 
sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die. But if a 
wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and does what 
is just and right, they will save their life. Because they consider all the offences they 
have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not 
die. 
2 Chronicles 7:14: If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
Proverbs 28:13: Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who 
confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy. 
 
It seems that we are driven by the need to judge others and justify ourselves. God is 
not concerned about the scales tipping one way or another. That is justification by 
works. 
It is not about scales, not about maths, it is about our hearts. God looks at our heart. 
If we turn from good to wicked it is because our heart has become wicked. 
If we turn from wicked to good it is because our hearts is good. 
Again, in the Old Testament we find this plea. 
Psalm 51:10 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 
Yet again it is not for us to judge who has turned ‘enough’ or who is good ‘enough’. 
That is of God and from God. But before we decide we are going to judge I am 
going to mention three in the New testament who turn from wicked to good ways. 
Matthew, Zacchaeus and the Prodigal Son. Do we not rejoice at their ‘turning’? 
Yet again I say it is not our decision, God is not waiting on us, he is waiting for us. 
God wants our hearts and not our weighing scales. He wants our very being to be 
going in the direction of the kingdom. He wants us to exercise the understanding, 
forgiveness, mercy and grace that God shows to us, to those around us. That would 
be a true sign of the kingdom. Our scales are for the kitchen, our hearts are for the 
kingdom. 
Amen 
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All I once held dear, built my life upon, 
All this world reveres, and wars to own, 
All I once thought gain I have counted loss; 
Spent and worthless now, compared to this. 
Knowing You, Jesus, 
Knowing You, there is no greater thing. 
You’re my all, You’re the best, 
You’re my joy, my righteousness, 
And I love You, Lord. 
 
Now my heart’s desire is to know You more, 
To be found in You and known as Yours. 
To possess by faith what I could not earn, 
All-surpassing gift of righteousness. 
Knowing You, Jesus, 
Knowing You, there is no greater thing. 
You’re my all, You’re the best, 
You’re my joy, my righteousness, 
And I love You, Lord. 
 
Oh, to know the power of Your risen life, 
And to know You in Your sufferings. 
To become like You in Your death, my Lord, 
So with You to live and never die. 
Knowing You, Jesus, 
Knowing You, there is no greater thing. 
You’re my all, You’re the best, 
You’re my joy, my righteousness, 
And I love You, Lord. 
 Graham Kendrick © 1993 Make Way Music 
 
Intercessions 
Lord God, you are the father of all people and we bring our prayers knowing that you 
will hear us and help us. 
Hear our prayer Lord for the whole family of your church.  We pray that we and all 
your people, may be built up in our faith, and always show in our lives the love we 
see in Jesus.  Give courage to those who find it hard to follow you. 
Be near to those who are finding it difficult to have faith because of a personal 
hardship or tragedy; to those worried about their financial and employment situation, 
to those in rented accommodation and the homeless as support networks are 
removed. 
 
We pray for those to those who are made to suffer for their faith. Who are 
persecuted because of their colour, gender, lifestyle or opinions.  Let your Holy Spirit 
support them, and may all Christians stand firm in the hope that your kingdom of 
love will come.  
 



We pray for one another.  Help us to grow together in faith and love, rejoicing in your 
presence and the example of Jesus. 
We pray for children and young people as they go about their learning. 
 
At the start of a new academic year we think of the children of all ages who start 
back or start anew in very trying circumstances. We pray for their teachers and 
support staff.   
We think of young people whose ability and circumstances allow them to accept the 
opportunity of further and higher education: hose whose hopes or opportunities 
have been blighted or delayed due to poor organisation. We remember those who 
will start college or university for the first time, finding their values tested and their 
horizons widened. We pray for those those who are linking industry or commerce 
with education as they take up apprenticeships, and those about to enter the world 
of work. 
We think of all children and young people, praying that they may be worthy of the 
best in our society, and society worthy of their potential. 
 
Hear our prayer Lord for those whose lives have been shattered by natural disaster, 
by this pandemic and by the actions of the unjust.  We hold in our hearts the families 
forever changed by grief and loss.  We ask for your blessing on all those who have 
lost their homes, their livelihoods, their security and their hope and we pray for the 
work of the relief agencies and those providing emergency assistance. 
 
Hear our prayer Lord, for people who are ill, in hospitals, at home, or wherever they 
may be.  Give them courage, hope and peace, and the knowledge that you are 
present in their weakness, pain and suffering.  May the skills and knowledge of 
those who care for the sick be fully used to help and to heal.   
Father of all, we pray for those we love but no longer see. We remember before God 
those who have died.   
You turn our darkness into light in your light shall we see light 
Merciful God, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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As servants working an estate 
whose owner is away, 
and whose return they all await 
though no one knows the day, 
so none of us can name the hour, 
the season or the year 
when Christ with all of heaven's power 
will suddenly appear. 
 
Our task is not to calculate 
what angels do not know, 
but faithfully to watch and wait 
and Christ's compassion show. 
Not loading fragile human schemes 
with hopes they cannot bear, 
we trust the promise that redeems 
the present from despair. 
 
For Christ the Lord will surely come, 
the King whom kings will fear, 
and with God's perfect justice plumb 
the justice we do here, 
revealing that the present age 
and every age that's past 
are not the final moral gauge 
that judges us at last. 
 
So guide, Lord Christ, our every choice 
that when our hearts shall hear 
your step, your knock, your calling voice 
we will not hide in fear, 
but welcome you from realms above 
to your estate below, 
where justice, mercy, peace and love 
abundantly will grow. 
 Thomas H. Troeger (b. 1945) 
 
Blessing 
May God the Father 
prepare your journey, 
Jesus the Son 
guide your footsteps, 
The Spirit of Life 
strengthen your body, 
The Three in One 
watch over you, 
on every road  
that you may follow. 


