
Sunday 13th September Service Forgivness 

Call to worship 
We are God's,  

It is God who welcomes us. 
We are the Lord's, 

It is the Lord Jesus who is always patient with us. 
We are the Spirit's, 

It is the Holy Spirit who encourages us in every moment. 
 
StF 24 
Come, now is the time to worship. 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come, just as you are to worship. 
Come, just as you are before your God, come. 
 
One day every tongue 
will confess you are God, 
one day every knee will bow. 
Still, the greatest treasure remains 
for those who gladly choose you now. 
 
Come, now is the time to worship ... 
 Brian Doerksen (b. 1965) 
 
Prayers 
You are our forgiveness, Gracious God, 
not because you should, but because it is what you desire: 
to offer us that compassion which welcomes all who have been tossed aside. 
You are our justice, Brother of the forgotten, 
welcoming all those weakened by oppression, 
hungering for hope, who have been judged but never heard. 
You are our healing, Spirit of comfort, 
bringing peace where we would do violence; 
offering hope to all we choose to despise; 
remembering everyone we have forgotten. 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
our Forgiveness, our Justice, our Healing, 
hear us as we come before you in worship and praise. 
Amen 
 
Confession 
Loving God, we are sorry 
when we have wandered far from you. 
when we have not listened to your voice 
and listened instead to other voices – 
the voices of greed, and selfishness,. 



you have offered us abundance of life, 
but we have settled for so much less. 
Forgive us 
 
Absolution 
In Jesus we have been forgiven  
So let us live as one who is forgiven, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Now we say together the prayer Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Reading 
Matthew 18:21-35 
 
StF 424 
God forgave my sin in Jesus' name; 
I've been born again in Jesus' name, 
and in Jesus' name I come to you 
to share his love as he told me to. 
He said: 
'Freely, freely you have received, 
freely, freely give; 
go in my name and because you believe, 
others will know that I live.' 
 
All power is given in Jesus' name 
in earth and heaven in Jesus' name; 
and in Jesus' name I come to you 
to share his power as he told me to. 
'Freely, freely you have received, 
freely, freely give; 
go in my name and because you believe, 
others will know that I live.' 
 Carol Owens (b. 1931) 
  



Address 
Forgiving someone 70 x 7. You may ask “Does this mean that anyone who does not 
forgive others cannot receive salvation from God?” Struggling to forgive is not what 
destroys us. As long as we are in the flesh, we will do our good deeds imperfectly, 
including forgiving and loving others. Jesus died to cover those imperfections.  
What destroys us is the settled position that we are not going to forgive, and we 
have no intention to forgive, and we intend to cherish the grudge and the wrong that 
someone did to me and feel the bitterness. It feels good. I am going to hold this 
against him the rest of his life. 

Jesus may have been saying that a person that is unforgiving may not be following 
him in the first place. That seems entirely possible, remember 1 John tells us that if 
someone claims to be following Jesus but hates their brother or sister, they’re 
deceiving themselves. 

I think that the key to unravelling this seeming dilemma is found in 1 John 1:9: “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness.” 

Daily lives involve daily sins and daily sins dirty up our fellowship with God. So how 
do we get clean? We ask God for forgiveness and he promises to clean away our 
sins and so our fellowship with him can once again be sweet and intimate. 

Many Christians have difficulty with forgiveness because they struggle to 
understand what forgiveness is and isn’t. This is important as defining what 
forgiveness is, though, is also understanding what forgiveness is not. 

Let’s examine forgiveness a little more closely. Psychologists generally define 
forgiveness as a conscious, deliberate decision to release feelings of resentment or 
vengeance toward a person or group who has harmed you, regardless of whether 
they actually deserve your forgiveness. 

Forgiving does not mean that we let those who hurt us “off the hook.” They need to 
pay for what they did. This is what justice is all about. When you forgive, you do not 
gloss over or deny the seriousness of an offense against you. Forgiveness does not 
mean forgetting, nor does it mean condoning or excusing offenses. Though 
forgiveness can help repair a damaged relationship, it doesn’t obligate you to 
reconcile with the person who harmed you, or release them from legal 
accountability. 

Forgiving is not a sign that we’re weak. Forgiveness is a courageous act that 
integrates the grace, kindness, and compassion of Christ.  

Forgiving does not mean that we forget what they did to us. Whoever told us that we 
can “forgive and forget” was quite misguided. The pain of some things is so intense 
that we will never forget them. Forgiveness is, in part, to stop telling ourselves over 
and over again the story of what happened, what this other person did, how we were 
injured, and all the rest of the upsetting things we remind ourselves in relation to this 
unforgivable-ness. It's a decision to let the past be what it was, to leave it as is, 
imperfect and not what we wish it had been  

Nevertheless, by God’s grace we can forgive them even though we may never 
forget what they did to us. 



Forgiving doesn’t mean that we restore the relationship with the one, or ones, who 
hurt us — as if nothing ever happened. Something did happen. Trust was broken. 
Circumstances have changed. Abuse occurred. If the one who hurt us is repentant, 
we may choose to establish boundaries, giving the offender — over a period of time 
— the opportunity to regain our trust. We have the freedom to expand the boundary 
fence if we want to, or to leave it exactly where it is. We can restore the relationship 
someday if we want — or not restore it at all. 

If you really do want to forgive before deep bitterness and resentment become 
ingrained. Instead, forgiveness brings the forgiver peace of mind and frees him or 
her from corrosive anger. Forgiveness at least involves letting go of deeply held 
negative feelings. In that way, it empowers you to recognize the pain you suffered 
without letting that pain define you, enabling you to heal and move on with your life. 

It is not always possible to be at peace with all people. As Christians we feel that we 
are required to fix every broken relationship and live in harmony with all of our 
brothers and sisters. Unfortunately, some relationships just will not work out. It is OK 
to leave them behind and go on with others. 

Forgiveness is rarely a one-time, climactic event. Even struggling to forgive one who 
has wrong us is usually a multistep affair and often takes a significant amount of 
time. It is can be a life-long process. However, forgiveness has to begin somewhere 
at some point in time. There will undoubtedly be a moment, an act, when you 
decisively choose to forgive. It may well be highly emotional and spiritually intense 
and bring immediate relief; a sense of release and freedom. But that doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’ll never need to do it again. You may need every day to 
reaffirm to yourself your forgiveness of another. Each time you see the person, you 
may need to say, “Self, remember that you forgave them.” 

Forgiveness, ultimately, is about freedom. Freedom for us from negative and 
destructive feelings. Freedom from the power of anger and resentment over us. It 
also offers freedom for the person who has hurt us. Our example of forgiveness, 
mercy and grace may challenge their own narrative and cause them to re-examine 
their actions and attitudes. It gives freedom for the love and grace of God, found in 
Jesus Christ, to work in our lives and the lives of others.  

  



StF 36 
There's a quiet understanding 
when we're gathered in the Spirit, 
it's a promise that he gives us, 
when we gather in his name. 
There's a love we feel in Jesus, 
there's a manna that he feeds us, 
it's a promise that he gives us, 
when we gather in his name. 
 
And we know when we're together, 
sharing love and understanding, 
that our brothers and our sisters 
feel the oneness that he brings. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you, Jesus, 
for the way you love and feed us, 
for the many ways you lead us; 
thank you, thank you, Lord; 
thank you, thank you, Lord. 
 Tedd Smith (b. 1927) 
 
Intercessions 
Loving God, you know how hard it is for us, at the present time, to adapt to the 
restrictions that hem us about and keep us from worshipping you as we once did. 
We feel inhibited by the masks, we miss singing our familiar hymns of praise and we 
long to shake each other’s hand.  
Help us to take the opportunity of the enforced changes to re-evaluate our 
relationship with you and with our neighbours. Show us where our religious rituals 
spring from comfortable habits rather than true devotion. Teach us how to draw 
closer to you, to love you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and to love our 
neighbours. 
 
Loving God, we pray for the Church, asking that you will fill Christians everywhere 
with your Spirit, giving to all a full measure of your love, a compelling sense of your 
presence and the capacity in our different ways to listen to you, live in obedience to 
you and to take your gospel of love and salvation dynamically into our broken world. 
 
Loving God, we pray for the world that seems incapable of living honestly, with 
justice and in peace. We pray for the victims of persecution, oppression, poverty, 
deprivation and violence in all its forms. Give those with power and influence the will 
to make your world a better place for all its inhabitants and to the powerless give 
courage, hope and comfort. 
 
Loving God, we pray for all who are sick or suffering in body, mind or spirit at this 
time, for those who care for them and for all who mourn the loss of loved ones. We 
ask you to pour your love and compassion over them, bringing them comfort and 



healing in line with your perfect will. In a moment of quiet, we bring before you all 
those people and situations that are on our hearts. 
 
Loving God, we thank you for the many blessings you have showered upon us and 
for the signs of hope that we sometimes fail to appreciate and acknowledge. We 
thank you for the tiny steps we are taking back to normality: the trips to the 
hairdresser or a park, the pleasure school children are taking in seeing their friends 
again, our opportunities to meet with you and our Christian family and to worship 
you together. 
 
 
Loving God, accept these our prayers which we offer in the name of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
StF 565 
Only By Grace Can We Enter 
Only By Grace Can We Stand 
Not By Our Human Endeavor 
But By The Blood Of The Lamb 
Into Your Presence You Call Us 
You Call Us To Come 
Into Your Presence You Draw Us 
And Now By Your Grace We Come 
Now By Your Grace We Come 
 
Lord If You Mark Our Transgressions 
Who Will Stand 
Thanks To Your Grace 
We Are Cleansed By The Blood Of The Lamb, Precious Lamb 
Lord If You Mark Our Transgressions 
Who Will Stand 
Father Thanks To Your Grace 
We Are Cleansed By The Blood Of The Lamb 
 
Only By Grace Can We Enter 
Only By Grace Can We Stand 
Not By Our Human Endeavor 
But By The Blood Of The Lamb 
Into Your Presence You Call Us 
You Call Us To Come 
Into Your Presence You Draw Us 
And Now By Your Grace We Come 
Now By Your Grace We Come 
  



Blessing 
Eternal God and Father, 
by whose power we are created and by whose love we are redeemed: 
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, 
that we may give ourselves to your service, 
and live this day in love to one another and to you; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen. 


